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From the | Ching and Occult Taoism group. 


H/T to Jason Read 


A BIT OF FUN WITH ZOMBIES. 
Hong Kong movies like '' Mr Vampire" and its modern descendants like Moonlight 
have created a trope of Chinese horror cinema, the Jiangshi. Often translated as 
vampire but could well be translated as walking dead more accurately. 
The origins of the Jiangshi are in Hunan in particular, and it is true even to this day 
that the necromantic arts that specialize in the cult de morte were particularly well 
developed in Hunan Province. One Maoshan spin off known as Yinshan or Ghost 
Mountain School was born in Hunan and so was the art of creating Jiangshi. 
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Jiangshi were of two types. 
The natural or spontaneous Jiangshi arose from certain occult conditions such as a 
resentful man or wizard dying, the corpse with the help of solar and lunar qi would 
‘cultivate’ so it could arise once again. Or a passing spirit or demon would 
reanimated the corpse in order to feed off the living. 


The other kind are Jiangshi created by wizards. 

The main reason they were created was to bring the dead back to their home 
towns. If a gentleman or a lady died far from home, it was considered inauspicious 
and needed to be buried in their true home. 

Relatives would pay a magician to temporarily resurrect a corpse and be lead home 
to be buried correctly. 

The technique was to cause a spirit, kept by the sorcerer, to enter into and 
reanimated the cadaver. Another special talisman on a flag caused the corpse to 
follow the movements of the magician. 

The more unscrupulous wizards would use gangs of Jiangshi to attack enemies or 
even work their fields! 

Several old texts preserve the method such as shown here in translation. 

Don't try this at home kids! 


